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     I watched a YouTube video of an American 
General addressing the graduating class of a 
military academy once (likely more than once, 
truth be told.) His first piece of advice to the 
graduates was to always make the bed. If you do 
that, he said, you’ve accomplished the first task of 
the day and that achieves two things: it gets you 
off to a good start on your to-do list for the day 
and you can cross the first task off, and no matter 
what your day holds, at the end of it you will have 
the pleasure of climbing into a nicely made bed. 
 
     I wonder if he has any similarly simple, tried 
and true advice for writing the first sentence of a 
summer newsletter article? (Where ARE all the 
good first lines when I need one?) The keynote 
speaker in the video talked about doing US Navy 
SEAL training so maybe he’d say something like 
“just get in – jump in the water and swim.” Maybe 
I’ll try that.  
 
     I’ll jump in with gratitude…. 
 
     I am grateful. That I woke up this morning. 
That even though I woke up to the loud noise of at 
least one chain saw, all the trees in my line of sight 
out my front and back windows are still there. That 
I have everything I need to make a cup of tea to 
start the day and groceries in my cupboards to 
make breakfast. That I have a radio to listen to for 
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company in the background and that CBC moved Q, 
one of my favourite programs, back to its spot at 
10 am. That a full, fresh, day off stretches out in 
front of me just as soon as this second task of the 
day is accomplished. 
 
     I offer my gratitude. I am grateful – especially 
grateful – for the gift and privilege it is to be in 
ministry here WITH you and AMONG you. Grateful 
for the ministry we have TOGETHER. WE have this 
ministry.  
 
     And that’s the title of a Jim Strathdee hymn 
(words and music 1979, number 510 in Voices 
United and number 76 in Songs for a Gospel 
People.) “We Have This Ministry”: 
 

We have this ministry and we are not discouraged;  
it is by God’s own power that we may live and serve. 
Openly we share God’s word, speaking truth as we believe, 
praying that the shadowed work may healing light receive. 
We have this ministry, O God, receive our living. 
 
O Christ, the tree of life, our end and our beginning, 
we grow to fullest flower when rooted in your love. 
Brothers, sisters, clergy, lay, called to service by your grace, 
different cultures, different gifts, the young and old a place. 
We have this ministry, O God, receive our giving. 
 
The yoke of Christ is ours, the whole world is our parish; 
we daily take the cross, the burden and the joy. 
Bearing hurts of those we serve, wounded, bruised and bowed 
with pain. 
Holy spirit, bread and wine, we die and rise again. 
We have this ministry, O God, receive our loving. 
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     With June sliding into July we’ll be in our 8th 
month of ministry together. Five seasons of the 
church year: Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter, 
Pentecost; and 105 seasons judging by the 
weather! Just as we were getting to know each 
other – three and a half months in – the COVID-19 
pandemic came along and switched everything up 
on us, tossed it topsy turvy, and changed 
EVERYTHING! Getting to know each other by email 
and Zoom is not the best or the simplest; staying 
home and when we’re not home keeping two 
metres apart – that makes meeting each other an 
extra stretch! Our first 100 days arrived at about 
the same time in mid-March as, on the advice of 
the wider United Church, the Board suspended in-
person worship and closed the building to all 
activities except keeping the lights on, the bills 
paid, and the church running as best we can in the 
midst of the pandemic induced chaos. Who could 
have imagined all that? In March I remember 
thinking it would be for “just a while”. Now? Well, I 
think it will be for a while. Possibly a long while. 
But not forever. Not forever, as Dr. Bonnie Henry, 
BC’s intrepid Provincial Health Officer, has told and 
reminded us so often. 
 
     In time, eventually, when it’s safe, and once the 
Board has a plan to put in place to keep us safe, we 
will be back in our building. A Re-Entry Working 
Group has been formed and is working on making a 
plan compliant with the wider United Church’s 
expectations and requirements, provincial health 
guidelines, and WorkSafeBC – including a 
completely filled out, detailed COVID-19 Safety 
Plan.  Once they have all those ducks in order, and 
the Regional Minister and Board have approved it, 
the Working Group will get the building all ready 
with signage, directional arrows, hand sanitizer, 
and cleaning and sanitizing procedures in place – 
then we can re-enter our building.  It will be like 
that line from the communion liturgy: “Come. All 
things are now ready.”  We’ll get there, God being 
our helper. For sure it will not look the same as it 
did in the “before” times, but we’ll be together.  
Together we’ll figure out what the new patterns 
look like and how the pieces fit with one another to 
make the whole.  We’ll see each other through this 
journey together. 
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     I wonder.  Have you noticed a shift in your own 
energy, or the energy around you?  I know I have.  The 
energy is churning up.  I know I’ve been struggling to 
know what to do about it, and maybe you have been, 
too.  
     This morning a colleague reminded me that the 
Apostle Paul, in his letter to Romans, might have 
something to say about something we can do about it, 
how we can work our way through it.  A cycle Paul 
describes of how we travel around and around and 
around and go from grace to hope -- kind of in the shape 
of a “u” with a goat or cow trail from the top of one side 
of the “u” to the other. Picture grace at the top of the 
right-hand side, the top of the stick of the “u” when 
grace takes hold of us and we’re there; it makes it easier 
for us to go down to the bottom of the “u” where we get 
in contact with our struggles and suffering, our fears; 
and then perseverance sustains us while we try and meet 
those challenges; moves us along the bottom of the “u” 
toward the other side and that develops our character; 
and out that takes us back up to hope, at the top of the 
“u”. Imagine a deep dive and resurfacing. From hope we 
can find grace again and follow the whole cycle again and 
again. Paul says that hope is something that will never 
disappoint you and grace is something sure that you can 
stand. Paul has it right, I think: grace, struggle, 
perseverance, character, hope. Hope and grace will 
always find us; we will always find our hope and grace. 
Around and around again in the ever encircling, 
embracing love of God. Hope and grace will see us 
through. 

     In the meantime, what a year my first year at St. 
Andrew’s and in Williams Lake is shaping up to be. My 
first July long weekend and no Williams Lake Stampede! 
Personal contact – non-contact, really – at two metres 
apart everywhere and with anyone not in your personal 
bubble.  Even exploring around the Cariboo and Chilcotin 
is unusually complicated. 
 
     I offer gratitude.  I’m grateful that the sun rises and 
sets every day. That these times we’re in are not forever.  
That better, less complicated days are ahead of us.  That 
the grace, hope and love of God is with us, and even as 
scattered to wind as we presently are, we are not alone.  
Thanks be to God. 

Photo found online at soul-candy.info 
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The Women’s Contact Society, Williams Lake provides a barrier-free food shelf and legal and 
family law advocacy for all.  Supporting parents through Child Care Resource & Referral and Kidcare 
Daycare.  Supporting women through counseling and outreach.  Providing free women’s and kids’ 
clothing.  We are located at 51 A 4th Ave. South.  Phone 250-392-4118.  E-mail 
info@womenscontact.org.  For more information, see our website at www.womenscontact.org. 

Ministry Highlight:  
Local Outreach – Women’s Contact Society 

When money donated to St. Andrew’s United Church is designated for 
Local Outreach, it is passed on to the following organizations in Williams Lake: 
Women’s Contact Society, Salvation Army, Pregnancy Outreach Program 
(POP), and the Boys & Girls Club. This year we have highlighted one of these 
agencies in each newsletter.  This article, submitted by the Women’s Contact 
Society, is the final one in this series of Local Outreach articles.  

Children & Family Ministry:  
Pentecost Boxes 

by Heather  

Recognizing that children are potentially getting a lot of screen time during the 
COVID-19 self isolation times, with school classes, story times, and perhaps other clubs and groups 
all offering online resources and activities, the First Third Ministry decided to put together hands-on 
activities that could be used by children and families to celebrate Pentecost on May 31 and for a few 
weeks after.  The boxes were assembled in Vancouver and shipped to me a couple of weeks before 
they were to be used so they could sit unopened for a “quarantine time”. 

 
Each Pentecost box contained many activities such as instructions for making paper airplanes, 

a tissue paper art project, crossword puzzle, word search puzzle, modeling clay, postcards to send, a 
prayer journal, a Pentecost banner to colour and assemble, birthday candles, and a cake mix to bake 
so families could celebrate Pentecost, the birthday of the church, at home. 

  
These boxes were delivered to seven families who are part of our congregation.  It was 

wonderful to see the excitement of both the children and their parents when the boxes were delivered 
the week of May 25-30.   I appreciated the opportunity to make a personal connection with each of 
the families.  Seven more boxes of summer activities (“Camp in a Box”) were ordered to share with 
these families.  They have just arrived and will be delivered soon! 

The First Third Ministry of Pacific Mountain Region 
offered activity boxes for congregations to share with their families.  
The First Third Ministry focuses on ministry to those in the first 
third of their lives (children, youth, and young adults).  
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Lectionary Readings 

From the first Sunday of Advent – the beginning of the church year – to Trinity Sunday (the Sunday following 
Pentecost Sunday), the readings from the Hebrew Scriptures are closely related to the gospel readings. From the first 
Sunday after Trinity Sunday to Reign of Christ/Christ the King Sunday – that is, during the Season after Pentecost –the 
Revised Common Lectionary has two sets of readings from the Hebrew Scriptures.  

While many churches use the Revised Common Lectionary, many people may not realize that there are two different 
sets of readings from the Hebrew Scriptures during the Season after Pentecost. In this season, everyone has the same 
epistle and gospel reading each week, but two streams emerge for the Hebrew Scriptures: 

• Semi-continuous stream In the texts for the first reading each week the stories are told sequentially. The psalm 
is chosen in response to the first reading.  

• Paired readings stream The texts for the first reading each week are chosen to complement, or pair with, the 
gospel reading for the day. The psalm is chosen in response to the first reading.  

For the Sundays between Pentecost Sunday and the first week of Advent, churches and denominations can choose 
the stream that best serves their needs. The compilers of the Revised Common Lectionary urge churches to choose one 
stream or the other, and follow it for the season, to maintain the integrity of the lectionary itself.  

These lectionary readings are taken from:  https://www.united-church.ca/sites/default/files/lectionary_2020_yeara.pdf 

This information about the Lectionary is taken from the “Seasons of the Spirit Seasons Fusions Summer 2019 
CD”.   Parts of this article have been used to introduce the lectionary readings in the St. Andrew’s Advent 2019 and 
Easter 2020 newsletters.  This section shares the end of this article. 
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Proper	9/Fifth	after	Pentecost	July	5		
Genesis	24:34–38,	42–49,	58–67	
Psalm	45:10–17		
					or	Song	of	Solomon	2:8–13	
Zechariah	9:9–12	
Psalm	145:8–14	
Romans	7:15–25a	
Matthew	11:16–19,	25–30	
	

Proper	10/Sixth	after	Pentecost	July	12	
Genesis	25:19–34	
Psalm	119:105–112	
Isaiah	55:10–13	
Psalm	65:(1–8),	9–13	
Romans	8:1–11	
Matthew	13:1–9,	18–23	
	

Proper	11/Seventh	after	Pentecost	July	19		
Genesis	28:10–19a	
Psalm	139:1–12,	23–24	
Wisdom	of	Solomon	12:13,	16–19		
					or	Isaiah	44:6–8	
Psalm	86:11–17	
Romans	8:12–25	
Matthew	13:24–30,	36–43	
	

Proper	12/Eighth	after	Pentecost	July	26		
Genesis	29:15–28		
Psalm	105:1–11,	45b	or	Psalm	128		
1	Kings	3:5–12		
Psalm	119:129–136		
Romans	8:26–39		
Matthew	13:31–33,	44–52	
	

Proper	13/Ninth	after	Pentecost	August	2		
Genesis	32:22–31,	Psalm	17:1–7,	15	
Isaiah	55:1–5,	Psalm	145:8–9,	14–21	
Romans	9:1–5	
Matthew	14:13–21	
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Proper	14/Tenth	after	Pentecost	
August	9	
Genesis	37:1–4,	12–28	
Psalm	105:1–6,	16–22,	45b	
1	Kings	19:9–18,	Psalm	85:8–13	
Romans	10:5–15,	Matthew	14:22–33	

 
Proper	15/Eleventh	after	Pentecost			
August	16		
Genesis	45:1–15	
Psalm	133	
Isaiah	56:1,	6–8	
Psalm	67	
Romans	11:1–2a,	29–32	
Matthew	15:(10–20),	21–28	

 
Proper	16/Twelfth	after	Pentecost		
August	23	
Exodus	1:8—2:10	
Psalm	124	
Isaiah	51:1–6	
Psalm	138	
Romans	12:1–8	
Matthew	16:13–20	

 
Proper	17/Thirteenth	after	
Pentecost	August	30		
Exodus	3:1–15	
Psalm	105:1–6,	23–26,	45b	
Jeremiah	15:15–21	
Psalm	26:1–8	
Romans	12:9–21	
Matthew	16:21–28	

 
Proper	18/Fourteenth	after	
Pentecost	September	6		
Exodus	12:1–14,	Psalm	149	
Ezekiel	33:7–11,	Psalm	119:33–40	
Romans	13:8–14,	Matthew	18:15–20	
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Proper	19/Creation	Time	1	
September	13		
Exodus	14:19–31	
Psalm	114		
or	Exodus	15:1b–11,	20–21	

Genesis	50:15–21	
Psalm	103:(1–7),	8–13	
Romans	14:1–12	
Matthew	18:21–35	

 
Proper	20/Creation	Time	2	
September	20		
Exodus	16:2–15	
Psalm	105:1–6,	37–45	
Jonah	3:10—4:11	
Psalm	145:1–8	
Philippians	1:21–30	
Matthew	20:1–16	

Proper	21/Creation	Time	3	
September	27		
Exodus	17:1–7	
Psalm	78:1–4,	12–16	
Ezekiel	18:1–4,	25–32	
Psalm	25:1–9	
Philippians	2:1–13	
		Matthew	21:23–32	

 
Proper	22/World	Communion	
Sunday/Creation	Time	4	
October	4		

Exodus	20:1–4,	7–9,	12–20	
Psalm	19	
Isaiah	5:1–7	
Psalm	80:7–15	
Philippians	3:4b–14	
Matthew	21:33–46	
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The	Healing	Pathway	Phase	2	workshop	that	had	been	planned	
for	May	(details	were	given	on	p.	13	of	the	Easter	newsletter)	has	been	
tentatively	rescheduled	to	Sept	25	–	27.		If	you	would	like	more	
information,	please	contact	Alison	or	Brenda.		A	decision	about	the	
feasibility	of	offering	the	workshop	in	September	will	be	made	later	in	
the	summer	in	consultation	with	both	church	personnel	and	the	two	
instructors.		New	brochures	and	registration	forms	will	be	available	if	
the	workshop	proceeds.			 
 

Aubrey Jackson 
played the bagpipes in our 
parking lot on Apr. 24 for a 
vigil in solidarity with the 
people in Nova Scotia.  As 
happened across Canada at 
the same time, bells were 
rung, the bagpipes were 
played, there was a moment 
of silence, then a prayer led 
by Rev. Nancy.   

 
About 15 members of 

the congregation came to 
listen and take part, all 
appropriately socially 
distanced in the parking lot. 

Nova Scotia Vigil 
Healing Pathway Update 

by Alison  

Board Report 
by Terry  

Hello	to	all	of	the	COVID-19	
congregation	survivors.		The	Board	is	working	
at	keeping	things	going	and	doing	this	and	
that	with	the	building,	including	the	new	
siding,	new	doors	(see	p.	9),	and	planning	for	
getting	the	church	ready	to	re-open	when	the	
time	comes.		Some	have	even	been	busy	
painting	in	the	foyer	to	make	it	look	brighter.			

	
The	Board,	Nancy,	and	Karen	have	

been	working	behind	the	scenes,	making	sure	
we	follow	the	guidelines	of	Work	Safe	BC,	Dr.	
Bonnie	Henry,	and	the	Pacific	Mountain	
Regional	office	and	doing	everything	by	the	
regulations	set	out.		Everything	takes	time,	but	
we	are	doing	our	best	to	make	sure	things	are	
done	right	for	everyone’s	safety.	

	
Although	they	are	not	meeting	with	their	groups,	members	of	the	

prayer	ministry	and	Days	for	Girls	group	continue	their	work	on	their	own	at	
home.		The	Pastoral	Care	Team	has	been	phoning	congregation	members	to	
keep	in	touch.		Please	see	the	following	pages	for	other	ways	the	ministry	of	
St.	Andrew’s	is	being	carried	out	during	this	pandemic.	
	

Keep	smiling!		Good	times	will	come!!	

Covid precautions are in place 
in the church office. 

Hearts have been placed in most windows of the church to 
let the neighbourhood know “We are all in this together”.  
The labyrinth is available to walk at any time. 

Special Events: 

Photos by Maureen Margetts 
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March 17, 2020 was the last Tuesday that our St. Andrew’s group helped serve the lunch and 
do the clean-up at the Salvation Army.  Lynn was due to work on March 24, and wisely called ahead 
of time to find out what would be happening.  She was told that food service for lunches as we knew it 
was suspended “until further notice”.  They were bringing in one of their food trucks and lunches 
would be served from it so that the clients would not be entering the dining hall at all and the 
volunteers from St. Andrew’s and elsewhere would be spared being exposed to others in close 
quarters.  So – we wait for a call and appreciate knowing that the lunches go on, being handled by 
folk who know very well how to deal with emergency situations.   

Worship Team 
by Janet  

Hello, hello, hello.  It is wonderful to be able to “talk” to 
all of you again!  We, on the Worship Team, are keeping all of 
you in our thoughts and prayers.   
 

We have continued meeting regularly via Zoom (a video 
conferencing format) during these unprecedented times.  We 
are working hard on meeting the needs of all the congregation 

and keeping you informed as to our decisions.  Your continued health and safety is paramount.   
 
Nancy has been sending out a weekly worship service via e-mail for members to use for their 

worship time at home.  These have also been mailed to members that we know do not have internet 
access.  If you have not received these but would like to, please contact the church office to be added 
to the distribution list. 

Faith Conversation  
Broadview Article Discussion Group 

by Heather & Ken  

Rev. Nancy Colton has been leading a discussion group that has met via Zoom five times so far with 
about six members of the congregation.  We have decided to continue every second Tuesday afternoon.  The 
next dates will be July 7 & 21.  There will be no meetings in August, but they will start up again in September.  
Each time we have discussed a different article from the Broadview magazine.  The articles we have looked at 
so far are 

“John Dominic Crosson” (March 2020 p. 16-18) 
“Soulwork:  Richard Rohr” (March 2020 p. 20-25) 
“The Myth of Mary Magdalene” (April 2020 p.20-25) 
“How to Grow a Church” (June 2020 p. 52-57) 
“Church in a Pandemic” (July/Aug 2020 p. 20-25) 
 
If this discussion group is something that you would like to take part in, please e-mail Nancy 

at minister.saucwl@outlook.com and ask to be added to the distribution list for the discussion group.  She can 
also e-mail you the article to be discussed if you don’t have your own copy of the magazine.  

Photo by Maureen M. 

Food Service at Salvation Army 
by Ros  
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Physical Resources Update 
by Ed  

1

As soon as the snow disappeared, our resident 
caretaker Rick has busily cleared all the sand, gravel and 
winter debris from our parking lot, and also cleaned up 
the graveled areas.  With the adjacent grassy areas 
mowed, the property looks well lived in.   

 
Special thanks to Ros who has been cleaning 

and restoring the garden areas for the summer season. 
To keep things green, Hal & Ed have installed additional 
plumbing to facilitate the landscape irrigation network.  
Sometimes, the garden watering has caused water to 
appear in the basement, and it has been determined that 
the cause was water from the strip of front garden 
between the building and the ramp sidewalk, so we have 
decided to replace this strip with decorative rocks or 
stones underlined with landscape barrier. Any ideas of 
what may be suitable and materials sourcing would be 
appreciated. 

 
The Great Siding Rehab is done! It has been 

more than a year since conception, but your Board and 
Physical Resources Team feels it was worth it. We’ve 
had many positive comments on the results, and we are 
pleased that the contractor kept the project on track 
throughout the duration and that the cost of the 
prescribed job came to slightly under the approved 
budget. 

 
Additionally, the Board decided to replace the two 

sets of existing wood emergency exit doors on the street 
side of the building with new steel doors as the old ones 
were looking somewhat shabby. 
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Thanks to Peter W. for painting the 
yellow step treads and the blue handicap 
parking areas. They now have that fresh new 
look. 

 
Some other items to be considered over the 

next while: 
• Signage for the church 
• Bell tower review 
• Paint sidewalk railing 
• Motor traffic barrier at the rear parking lot 
• New members to the “Property Team”  

Don’t forget that there is a notebook on the 
counter outside the main office accessible to all 
to write notes and messages regarding anything 
that anyone may see or feel needs attention.  
The property team would appreciate your input 
and advice. 

Due to the COVID restrictions, the traffic around the 
church has been minimal. 

Power washing of the parking lot creates a rainbow 
against the church. 

Photo by Maureen M. 

Moments of Lightheartedness 
during COVID-19 

Circulated on Facebook  
(originally from Instagram @gimme2more) 

If you find the Cinema sign hard to read, it says 
“Now playing everywhere - Home Alone”   
 
Both the picture to the left & the quote above were 
found on the internet at boredpanda.com 

“In case you’ve lost track of 
the days… 

today is March 87th.” 
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The Church Garden 
by Ros  

1

It won’t be the 
gardens that catch your eye 
when you visit St. Andrew’s 
now.  I’m thinking it will be 
the wonderful change from 
shabby and NOT chic to the 
new hardi-board siding that is 
making everything look fresh 
and new, and the doors that 
look so fine too (see next 
page).  My personal THANKS 
to all the folk involved in the 
planning, colour choices, 

supervising, etc. that made it happen.  I found that the 
people who did the job were quite nice to work around as I 
showed up occasionally to do some gardening.   

 
There are a few changes in the gardens that may – 

or may not – catch your eye.  Most are quite subtle, but one 
is not.   
 

With some consultation, it has been decided that the 
row of small Spirea “Magic Carpet” that grew in the bed right 
under the high front wall, beside the ramp, will be no more.  
Reason one – it’s one less border that needs care and 
attention by “the gardener”.  Reason two – without plants in 
this strip, it’s one less place water is needed, and should 
cure occasional water leaking into MacKinnon Hall.   Some 
sort of weed barrier will be applied, and attractive gravel or 
rock or combination will be laid down to give a finished look 
to this strip on either side of the steps. 

 
A few of these Spirea are looking for a good home, 

quite quickly.  (Talk to Ros to make a deal). Four have 
already found a new place in the border under the handrail, 
just across the grass from their old home.  Other plants have 
been growing in this border in recent years, but they’ve been 
moved to other places and this border is once again just 
Spirea “Magic Carpet”.  This shrub looks fabulous right now, 
has summer colour with its pink flowers, and depending on 
the weather, can be quite a bright red in the fall – three 
season interest in one shrub!  A proper pruning in early 
Spring is all it needs – and weeding thru the summer, but 
that’s not onerous.   
 

Several Cat Mint (proper name Nepeta “Dropmore 
Blue” and “Walker’s Low”) have grown in the Bell Tower bed 
over the years and been divided and appeared elsewhere as 
well.  They flower from now, right thru into fall, and the bees 
love them!  They are easy care – a trim in mid-summer will 
see them send new flowers to finish the season, and the 
only drawback is that cats love to roll in them – hence the 
pointy sticks you may notice in them to discourage that 
problem.  Jean Roberts has contributed some from her 
garden this year, and so they are expanding into the lower 
bed next to the parking lot, beside the steps to the front 
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door.  These new arrivals and ones I’ve moved may look 
a bit tatty now, but give them time and they’ll be great.   

 
In the lower bed I’ve moved a few of the big 

Sedum around to get them in clumps of three and maybe 
a little less likely to get trodden on by me.  The deer 
aren’t quite so careful, so hoof prints all over that bed, 
and they’ve decided they like to chomp the tops off the 
Sedum too – bad deer!  Must use more of the 1/2/3 spray 
(milk, eggs, water) more regularly, and not just on tulips. 
 

The bane of my gardening work is a plant 
officially called Senecio vulgaris, common name 
Groundsel, or Pineapple Plant as Mary calls it.  Caught 
young, it pulls easily to get the roots too.  Left to bloom 
and go to seed, it spreads like crazy and needs to be dug 
out.  It’s really good at hiding under flowers or shrubs to 
reach maturity and spread throughout the beds.  

 
This year, I’ve tried to limit myself to the front and 

side yard beds for gardening attention.  Rick, our grass-
cutting/watering caretaker, does a wonderful job of the 
lawns – and the deer love him!  I was leaving the church 
recently and a deer grazing on the lawn under the big 
trees caught my eye.  Did a double-take when I realized 
there were at least another two lying on the grass a little 
further along.  Do deer chew a cud the way cows do?  
They looked so contented! 
 

Rick has taken an interest in the back yard’s 
border – I did prune the rose bushes – so I’m happy to 
leave that to him and others who may have 
worked/planted things in that border as well. 
 

I guess what I’m hoping, having gone into some 
detail on the gardening I do at the church, is that others 
will realize it’s work I’d be only too happy to share – 
especially the weeding!  With our church building looking 
so good, it would be nice if the flower/shrub beds would 
look good too. 

 
 Ros – the officially retired unofficial church 
gardener – call me!  

Ros hard at work weeding along the church’s foundation. 
Photo by Maureen M.  

Nepeta (Cat Mint) in bloom 
 in the church garden. 

Photo by Heather  
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In	early	March,	Spruce	Lee	Construction	started	removing	the	forty	year	old	wood	siding	from	the	front	and	west	
side	of	the	church.	A	small	committee	of	interested	people	had	met	with	Brad	Thiessen	and	chose	a	Hardi	board	cement	
board	type	of	siding.		There	was	other	repair	work	as	well	that	needed	to	be	addressed.	New	metal	doors	were	installed	
on	the	west	side	and	in	the	recessed	area	of	the	front	of	the	church.	The	stained	glass	window	was	re-trimmed	and	new	
fascia	board	was	installed	along	the	roofline.	All	in	all,	it	looks	pretty	sharp	and	a	little	more	modern.		

2

												The	work	was	completed	in	May	and	now	there	is	a	bit	of	painting	that	needs	to	be	done.	Rick	Mathew	has	kindly	
agreed	to	paint	the	railing	down	the	walk	but	the	wood	needs	some	sanding	and	replacing	in	some	areas.	I'm	sure	he	
would	appreciate	some	help	at	that	time.		
	

We	are	looking	at	different	sign	possibilities	as	well.	Hopefully	by	the	time	we	are	all	able	to	worship	together	
again,	there	will	be	a	couple	of	nice	signs	as	well.		Thanks	to	Ed,	Maureen	M.,	and	Darlene	N.	for	their	assistance	on	this	
project.		 

A Siding Story 
by Linda H. 

The church now looks stunning with its new siding!  Between March and May the old wood siding was 
removed and replaced by new HardiBoard siding of a similar colour. 

Photos by Maureen M. and Heather A. 

ß A fresh new look for our building, 
including new fire exit doors à 

Off with the old…… ….and on with the new. 

The side of the church gets new siding too. 
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I was walking over on 
Country Club Boulevard in late 
May and saw a man looking up 
into his tall spruce trees.  Turns 
out that a great horned owl 
family had taken up 
residence.  The chicks hatched 
Easter weekend, so by then they 
were almost 5 weeks old and 
about 16" tall.  We went back 
the next morning and Lee 
snapped this picture for 
me.  I've never seen an owl up 
so close before. 

Owl Baby  
by Janet  

Acts of Kindness: 

A Pie a Month Poem 
by Ros  

Wedding Anniversary 
by Janet  

Ros purchased the “pie a month for a year” offering by Linda H. at the 
church auction in March 2019.  This is her thank you poem. 

A pie a month, for goodness sake, and they were GOOD, make no mistake. 
These 12 pies Linda Hicks would bake; deliver too – it all was great! 
 
Not all were sweet.  We loved the quiche, late April when our big trip done, 
but all the rest met sweetness test and each one different – oh what fun! 
 
Lemon meringue would start us off on March the second, Auction time, 
then May for strawberry/rhubarb, next rhubarb custard seasoned fine. 
 
A cherry pie made in July - a double-crusted one so good. 
The cherries fresh, hand pitted too, and made just right as Linda could. 
 
A peach pie for a summer month, with streusel topping sprinkled on, 
then apple pie, Hal’s favourite!  It wasn’t long ‘till it was gone. 
 
October was a pumpkin pie, of course whip cream to pile on high, 
and Bumbleberry next in line; whip cream to top, a happy sigh! 
 
December’s treat was mincemeat sweet, with apples added – really nice, 
then lemon pie with sour cream – refreshing taste, gone in a thrice! 
 
The final pie, on March 13, was Pecan, sweet as sweet could be, 
with ice cream as the perfect touch, and maybe just one calorie?! 
 
Our thanks to Linda twelve times o’er.  Her Auction entry really sweet. 
So glad our bid would be the one to make her offering complete. 

© Rosalyn F.Giles, 
Williams Lake, BC 

March 21, 2020 

Lee and I celebrated our 38th wedding anniversary on April 3.  We usually 
go out for dinner to celebrate, but that’s about it.  Of course in the early days of 
Covid-19, we couldn’t do that.  This woman we know in town phoned us up that 
morning to wish us a happy anniversary.  Their anniversary is the same day.  She 
asked me how we were going to celebrate….     

 
I had fallen while out walking on a slippery path the week before and had 

my left arm in a cast, so Lee was ‘chief cook and bottle washer’.  The caller 
wanted to say thank you to repay a favour we had done for them during 
evacuation time in 2017 and make dinner for us!  
That evening she delivered a three-course 
dinner including an appetizer and dessert.  All 
we needed to supply was the tablecloth and 
cutlery.  She even brought the candles. 
 

We will never forget how this act of 
kindness made such a memorable 
anniversary. 

Janet & Lee on their 38th wedding anniversary. 

On their wedding day in 1982. 
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Focus on the Wider Church: 

Webinars Abound During COVID 
by Ken A. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has brought new methods of 
communication to everyone.  Zoom gatherings and webinars are two 
notable methods. 

The regional and national church have been producing 
weekly webinars for the past three months to assist ministers 
and congregations through these challenging times. These 
webinars include the Pacific Mountain Region town hall, 

congregational finances, and congregational safety during the pandemic.  They give guidelines and 
information for congregants to use as the pandemic develops.  Topics so far have included: 
congregation health and well being, communications, pastoral care, funerals, stewardship and giving, 
safe building re-entry, singing, communion, worship during the pandemic, etc.  These webinars take 
a lot of time to watch and participate in, but they give useful ideas and information.  Nancy and the St. 
Andrew’s Re-entry Working Group have been watching these webinars as the committee forms a 
safe re-entry plan for the sanctuary and building.   

 
Most of these webinars are recorded and can be watched again at a later time.   They can be 

found at https://pacificmountain.ca/ and https://united-in-learning.com/index.php/webinars/recordings  
 

The Work of the Church Continues  
(differently than usual)  

Board Meeting The next scheduled meeting will be Tuesday August 18 at 1:00 pm 
  
Days for Girls Sewing continues by individuals at home.   
 
Faith Conversation Every second Tuesday at 2:00 pm on Zoom.  Contact Rev. Nancy for the Zoom 
Broadview Article link.  Next meeting dates:  July 7 & 21.  No meetings in August.  Will begin again 
Discussion Group in September. 
   
Ministry and  2nd Tuesday of the month at 10am.  
Personnel   
 
Pastoral Care Work is ongoing. 
 
Prayer Circle Prayer by individuals continues at home.  Contact Eileen with prayer requests. 
 
Re-Entry  Meets about once a week on Zoom.  Next meeting: Thurs. July 9 at 10:00 am 
Working Group 
 
Worship Team  Next meeting: Thursday August 27 at 10:00 am. 
 


